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EC's crackdnwn on money II(IWBI‘,I?5 000 I:I'ﬂl‘e seized

RAJESH KUMAR W NEW DELHI

it the ‘mystery and
ol S the

4,658 crore, frecbies and other
items stand at over 11142.49 crore,

roplps

oo 33 crors il liguor stands
ore than T4B901 crore,

rqmﬁc antly, 45 per cent of the

seizures are of drugs (12,069

0 daPeR, T fiw

by the EC showed that
authoritics have been making
100 crore every
day since March . The EC said the
seizures made since Mar
exceed the over (3475 crore
recovered  during the 2019

amen

el b =t
February which stood at £7.502
crore added 1o this wil bring the
total seizure to over 212,000 crore

the officers .uepd “lack of
supervision” to Ammrduu.ly
prevent more incidents,
1o sources.
With over 77852 crore,
Rajasthan Is top in the list,
followed by Gujarat (2605.33
core), Tamil Nadu (2460.84
. Maharashtra (243134
crore), Puniab (€311, 84 croce),
Keral 81. 43 crore)
(223606 crore), West Bengal

ié“’w'

mmnuuu: 2.068.85 Cr.

562,10 Cr.

f

TOTAL : 4,658.16 C

(2219.60 crore), and Bihar (2155,
76 crore) are among

the top in the

selzures list.

Karnataka, West Bengal and
an are among the top in

ditributing liquor  to- voters

::p".fmuy. 45 per cent of the
irures e of drugs and parcotics

are under the special focus of
the commission, Notabl; there

s o subsantal focus on drug

slres, which accounted

Iy v o ¢

wotal seizures in January and
2024

schedule was announced. Over the
Tew yearn, significant sezures
ve been made during elections
1o sate asemblis in Guprit
Py Manipur,  Nay

approximately 7
Febroary this year

el et g o5
e ok heh b o p:ﬂ

Tripura,
1o incdgac o Nilgiris, Tamil
lnu-ol\ suspended

htﬂ for axity in.
.J e eaing o &
ﬂvnl-.ﬁ of a prominent leader.

Similarly,  officials _checked

Government
been found assisting ponnn.m in

o gl
v

oty rcalled, -
The panelpoinied o that &

kv:l&.ym, S ok sach s coniog s hocking

officials for
mm.....mmm“’ﬂ

Moddl Ooa: o Conduct and

e selures have been postible
eizures

by hhensive planning, scaled

shoraton and_unified

Qherrence action fo i
e ctizen ricipation o

Fimal . cngegemcnt . of

technol

also
Dmcmnlr (;enm] of the

ts

e o ooy oy
routes and corridors for_ drug

ealicking, 4nd envure eficctive

counter meastiees are in place;” the
said in ag

l=| ile snnouncin
the ;mu, Tast  month, b

S ation. skt nearly 106
Gover

nment servants
found _assisting_ polulmm in
campaigning, which i sganst
vari ml
out

o Wl “pothtng, new" 10
search of helicopters, as was
in case of TMC leader Abbishek
B o he pols, all
in the run-up to |
dm ict magists and

fintendents of police were
told 10 keep 4 strict watch on
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{ PRE-POLL CRACKDOWN } CASH SEIZURE UP117%

Even before first phase of polling, EC seizures hit
anentire 2019 elections

34,650 cr, 34% higher t

Vrinda Tulsian RAJASTHAN
Tetters@hindustantimes com THE HIGHEST

NEW DELHE: The Election Com- ~ SEIZURES OF ALL
mission of India (EC) STATES AND UTS,
mres of inducements inthe AT 2778 CRORE v

run-up to the 2024 Lok Sabha
elections, with a staggering

24,650 crore recovered in cash,  about 34% higher than the
drugs, liquor, precious metals 3475 crore value of materials
and freebies between March1  seized during the entirety of the
and April 13, which came to 2019 election campaign.

. AAA. &e-

20 R T, TR 16Mf_R

Compared to seizures made
in the corresponding period of
the 2019 Lok Sabha elections,
the current seizures represent
a significant increase across all
categories: cash saw a 114%
rise, while liquor and precious
metal seizures increased by
61% and 43%, respectively.

The most substantial
increase, by value, was in drug
seizures, which skyrocketed by

62% to %2,068 crore bEIng”

recovered by enforcement
agencies.
recorded the high-
est seizures among all states
and Union territories, with a
total of ¥778 crore, followed by
Gujarat at 3605 crore, and
Tamil Nadu with 3460 crore.
Among the seized items,
drugs had the highest value in
Gujarat (3485 crore), while
freebies were the most seized
in Rajasthan (2533 crore). »pn

Record

34.6k-cr inducements

seized ahead of polls, says EC

Vrinda Tulsian
Ietters@hindustantimes com

NEW DELHL: The Election Com-
mission of India (ECI)
announced on Monday record
seizures of inducements in the
fun-up to the Lok Sabha elec-
tions, with a staggering 24.650
crore recovered in cash, drugs,
liquor, precious metals and free-
bies between March 1 and April
13, which came to be about 34%
higher than the 23,475 crore
value of materials seized during
the entirety of the 2019 election
campaign.

Value of seizures
Cash

E 20
JGE 204
(March 1 Apel B}

favour of smaller and less
resourceful parties,” the state-
ment quoted chiefelection com-
missioner Rajiv Kumar as say-
ing.

‘The poll body said vigilance
efforts were underway earlier in
the year, and countrywide sei-
zures in January and February
totalled another 37,502 crore in
cash; liquor, drugs, precious

made a record seizure of over
4,650 crores in ECI's resolute

C 5
the corresponding period of the
2019 Lok Sabha elections, the
current seizures represent a sig-
nificant increase across all cate-
gories: cash saw a 114% rise,
whileliguor and precious metal
seizures increased by 61% and
respectively. The most sub-
stantial increase, by value, was
indrug seizures, which skyrock-
eted by 62% to ¥2,068 crore
belngmwmd by enforcement
agencies.
“Enforcement agencies have

money power even
before the first phase of polling
for the 18th Lok Sabha elections
commences on Friday,” the
panel said ina press note.

The commission attributed
the increase in enforcement to
deployment of advanced tech-
nology, such as the Election Sei-
zure Management System
(ESMS), and the collaboration of
nultiple enforcement agencies
atboth the central and state lev-

els.
It marked 123 Parliamentary

C

freebies. “This brings
total seizure to over 12,000 cro-
res so far with six weeks still left
in the election period."
Rajasthan recorded the high-

Sensitive Constituencies for
more focused vigilance and
deployed 781 expenditure
observers to monitor these con-
stituencies, and also said it has
taken “strict action” against 106
government servants who were
found “assisting politicians in
campaigning” in violation of
the Model Code of Conduct
(MCC).

“The seizures reflect ECT's
unwavering commitment to
monitor inducements and curb
electoral malpractices for a ‘level
playing field', particularly in

est seizures among all states
and Union territories, with a
total of ¥778 crore, followed by
Gujarat at ¥605 crore, and
Tamil Nadu at 2460 crore.
Among the seized items, drugs
had the highest value in Gujarat
(2485 crore), while freebies
were the most seized in Rajast-
han (3533 crores).

Punjab recorded seizures
totalling 31184 crores, with
drugs constitutinga. it
90.04% of the seized items.

By value, drugs were the sin-
gle-largest component at 45% of

the 34,650 crore worth induce-
ments recovered. Freebies made
up for the next highest recover-
ies by value at 31,142 crore.

Like this time, drugs
accounted for the most value, |
(1,280 crore) in the seizures
during the corresponding
period of the 2019 election cam- |
paign, but the second highest
amount was in seized cash
(3844 crore). Freebies
accounted for a scant 260 crore
in the 2019 elections.

The authority said it is also
focusing on drug-related sei-
zures, “There was a substantial
focus on drug seizures, which
accounted for approximately
75% of the total seizures in Janu-
ary and February 2024," the
press note said.

Kumar said the commission
had stressed on the strict compli-
ance of civil aviation security
rules on surveillance and!
tion of “non-scheduled aircrafts™
~ these are helicopters and pri-
vate jets - by Income Tax, airport
authorities, police chiefs of the
districts concerned, border agen-
cies and GST authorities,
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BAN ON CASTE-BASED
ON NOTICES SERVED

HT Correspondent
letters@htlive.com

LUCKNOW : The Lucknow bench
of the Allahabad high court
sought fresh service report from
its office by April 29 on the noti-
ces issued to four political par-
ties earlier on a plea related}o
the ban on caste-based rallies.
The order was passed by a
division bench comprising Jus-

tice Rajan Roy and Justice Om
Prakash Shukla on April 10, in
response to a public interest liti-
gation (PIL) filed by a local law-
yer Moti Lal Yadav in 2013. The

petitioner sought directives from

the court to the Election Com-
mission of India (ECI) to derec-
ognise political parties that hold

rallies. On March 18,

2024, the court issued fresh noti- .

ces to the four political parties -
the BJP, the SP, the BSP, and the

RALLIES: HC SEEKS REPORT
TO FOUR POLITICAL PARTIES

Congress. It also granted last
opportunity to the counsel of
Union of India to file the reply, if
any, as the plea was pending
since 2013 and no reply was filed
by central government till now.
The petitioner had alleged in the
PIL that caste-based rallies cre-
ated atoxic atmosphere among
the public. Hence such rallies
should be totally banned, espe-
cially atthe time of election, the

counsel had requested the court.
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Samajwa Party’s Aditya, Akshay

file papers Dlmple S turn t0

HT Correspondent
letters@htlive.com

LUCKNOW : Samajwadi h.rg
(SP) candidates, Aditya Yad
and Akshay Yadav on Monda;
filed their nomination

from the Budaun and Firoza
Lok Sabha seats, respectivel
Dimple Yadav, the sitting

puri MPis set to file her nomina-
tion on Tuesday. |

Aditya, who replaced his
father Shivpal Yadav on this
as the SP candidate, filed 2
in the presence of former
Badaun MP Dharmendra Y:

SP MLA Ram Khiladi Sing
Yadav and party’s district presi-
dent Ashish Yadav.

Earlier, he visited several tem-
ples, including Biru Abadi tem-
ple of Lord Shiva and Nagla tem-
ple, and prayed for his victory.
He also went to Chhote Sarker ki
Dargah.

paﬂus on Monday.

said people had expressed faith
in the Samajwadi Party and this
time the party will emerge victo-
rious from Buduan.

Asked about the 2019 polls in
which the SP was defeated by the
BJP, he said at that time there
were “many doubts and ques-

tions” on the polls, but this time |
' said: “I have filed my nomination

everyone will ensure BJP's
defeat. The Buduan seat is cur-
rently held by BIP's Sanghmitra
Maurya, who defeated SP’s Dhar-
medra Yadav in 2019. But the BJP
denied Sanghmitra ticket this

Speaking to the media, Adiﬁ 1 timeand ﬂeldﬂuwﬁay Singh

Adltyn Y-davnnd(right) Akshay Yadav

day

ﬁf‘ their nomination

HT

Shakya. Former Firozabad MP
and anether cousin of SP chief
Akhilesh Yadav, Akshay Yadav,
too filed his nomination from the
Firozabad seat. He was accom-
panied by his father and chief

| national general secretary of SP,

Ram Gopal Yadav.
Afterfiling his papers, Akshay

from Firozabad. We are contest-
ing this election for the employ-

- ment of youth, development of

the area and the Indian Constitu-
tion.” Healso addressed a public
meeting thereafter.

-4
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Shivpal'sson
Aditya files
nomination
from Baduan

Badaun: SP candidate
Aditya Yadav on Monday
filed his nomination pa-
pers from the Buduan Lok
Sabha seat. Aditya, who
replaced his father
Shivpal Yadavon this seat
as the SP candidate, filed
the nomination papersin
presence of former MP
Dharmendra Yadav, SP
MLA Ram Khiladi Singh
Yadav and district presi-
dent Ashish Yadav.
Before filing his nom-
inations, Aditya visited
several temples and
Chhote Sarker ki Dargah.
Talking to reporters,
Aditya said that people
have expressed faith in
the Samajwadi Party and
this time the party will
win from the seat. PTI
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